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VERY BEST SEASONS GREETINGS AND WISHES FOR A WONDERFUL NEW YEAR FROM ALL ON 70 CM & UP EME TO ALL 
 

CONDITIONS: During the final ARRL EME Contest weekend conditions 

were not the greatest, especial on 432. Even on 1296 libration fading was 
reported to have made copy more difficult than normal. But even the loudest 

complainers all reported having fun operating the contest. The high scores on 

432 appears to be OH2PO with 76x33 although DL7APV 77 QSOs but has not 
supplied his multiplier and is not competing. On 1296 SM4IVE is top with 

97x36 although not competing either. The NL reports are far from complete, so 

there may be higher scores out there. For example, I do not have I1NDP’s final 
total, he was at 80 in Oct. As requested I have highlighted contest scores in this 

NL in green. There is not much to report in the way of dxpeditions. I saw a 

report of a special call RR110RAEM (?) from Russia on 432 EME, but no real 
details. Coming Up: The dates for the 2014 70 cm CW Activity Time Periods 

(ATPs) have not yet been announced. I propose we use 11 Jan 1700-1900 and 

2300-0100 (12 Jan). The Dec ATPs were 15 Dec 0000-0200 and 1700-1900 
[near the time you should receive this NL]. There is also an ARRL tropo contest 

on 18/19 Jan that usually generates some EME activity. The SSB EME Contest 
is on 31 Jan on 432 and 1 Feb on 1296 both staring at 2200 – see rules below.    

 

ARRL CONTEST RULES: There appears to be some confusion about the 
ARRL EME Contest rules. Logs are to be submitted by 1 Jan (2014) and must 

include a complete log data as well as an official ARRL EME Contest Summary 

Sheet available at http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Contest%20Forms/emesum.txt. 
Logs should be emailed to EMEcontest@arrl.org. Scoring: Each QSO sount 

100 points. The multiplier is US States, Canadian Provinces, plus each DXCC 

entity (excluding the US/Canada) worked on each band. Awards: Certificates 
will be awarded to the top 3 stations in each of the following categories where 

significant competition is evident. Multiband entrants will also be listed in the 

single band tables, and are eligible for those awards. 1) Single operator, Multi-
band, All Mode, 2) Single operator, Multi-band, CW only, 3) Single operator, 

All Mode, for each single band. 4) Single operator, CW, for each of the single 

bands 144, 432, and 1296 MHz. 5) Multioperator, Multi-band, All Mode, 6) 
Multioperator, Multi-band, CW Only, 7) Multioperator, All Mode, for each 

single band, 8) Multioperator, CW, for each of the single bands 144, 432, and 

1296. Contest question can be address to Michael, N1TA 
mdechristopher@arrl.org, the ARRL Contest Branch Manager. 

 

USE OF REFLECTOR IN ARRL EME CONTEST: There has been quite a 
bet of discussion on the use of reflectors in the ARRL EME Contest. The related 

rules 6.3 states: “During the contest periods, no contest entrant, in any category -

-single-operator or multi-operator-- may use non-EME means for the purpose of 
self-spotting, solicitation or coordination of QSOs or attempts to make contact; 

nor may any entrant use assistance or provide assistance in the form of 

frequency spotting or use any form of DX spotting, Packet Cluster, Ping Jockey, 
email, telephone, etc.” The ARRL Contest Branch Manager interprets this rule 

as meaning “to not obtain additional information regarding propagation or 

activity levels on a certain band that affected the contest effort.” K1JT decided 
to submit check logs this year because of this rule. I used the HB9Q Reflector to 

make a QSO under my own call K2UYH during the contest – see my report in 

the last NL. I do not believe I (we) intentionally violated this rule. But in 
hindsight, I do not think any of us can look at the reflector without gaining 

information that could improve our score. If we see that a station is calling CQ, 

we should intentionally not tune to that frequency because seeing the call and 
frequency tells us where to look. Even the list of calls tells us who is on. I have 

come to the concluded that we cannot connect to the reflectors during the 

contest and truly comply with the rules.  

 

23/70 CM EME SSB CONTESTS RULES: These events are intended to be 

fun. You do not need to transmit on SSB to participate. CW to SSB and vice 
verse exchanges are encouraged and count for points. (Only one QSO between 

stations is allowed, i.e., you cannot work a station SSB to SSB and SSB to CW 

for extra points). The 70 cm contest is from 2200 Friday 31 Jan to 2200 1 Feb, 

and the 23 cm contest is from 2200 Saturday 1 Feb to 2200 2 Feb. These are two 

separate contests. Everyone one should have one Moon pass with operation 
moving from NA to Asia/VK, Asia/VK to EU, EU to NA and finally back to 

NA to Asia/VK during each contest. Scoring is contact points x number of two 

letter Grid Sectors (IO, JM, FN, EM ...) worked. SSB to SSB contacts count as 2 
points. SSB to CW (or CW to SSB) count as 1 point. The exchange is your 

Sector (IO, JM, etc.). Only the 2 sector letters need to be sent and copied by 

EME. The exchange of signal reports and/or 4 character grids is optional and not 
required. Operation may be by single or multiple operators from one location. 

No distinction for scoring will be made. Assisted operation is not encouraged. 

All skeds/operational announcements should be made prior to the start of the 
contest. Logs should be sent to the 432 and Up EME NL by email to 

a.katz@ieee.org ASAP after the end of the contests. (All logs for contest awards 

should have been received within the month following the contest). The top 
scoring station on each band will receive an attractively framed certificate that 

will be presented at the next International EME Conference (F2014).  

 

CT1DMK: Luis sends a summary of on his contest activity -- I ended up with 

59 QSOs on 23 cm and 27 on 13 cm. I did not think this was too bad considering 
that I had some technical issues on the first weekend and could only operate 

second pass. I have nearly no common window with VK and little with JA, so 

every contest I'm lucky if I manage to get any JA's or VK's at all. As a result I 
lose out on some 8-10 easy contacts. 

 

 

DG5CSG’s 5 m dish with 1296 IMU feed 
 

DG5CST: Sebastian dg5cst@googlemail.com is new on 23 cm EME -- I want 
to everyone that I am now QRV on 23 cm using a 5 m dish with an IMU feed, 

G4DDK LNA, Kuhne transverter and for now about a 100 W PA. I have good 

own echoes. My first QSOs were with IK3COJ, ON5TA, SM7FZW, OE5JFL 
and G4CCH. All were very easy to work on CW. I am looking forward to 

hearing more stations. I plan to systematically grow my capabilities. My next 

step is to add a 10 MHz reference connection and in spring go QRO. I plan to be 
QRV mainly during the weekends. 

 

DJ8FR: Jürgen juergen.friedrich@dj8fr.de sends a short report. He was active 
on 23 cm CW during the contest using a 5 m dish with 300 W at an RA3AQ 

feed with a HB9BBD preamp. He scored 67x31. [See picture of dish on next 

page] 
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DJ8FR’s 5 m dish with RA3AQ feed for 23 cm 

 
DK3WG: Jurg dk3wg@web.de was active during the contest on 70 cm, but 

added only one initial with YL3CT on JT65B. [He also continues his QSL 

manager and reporting services for many RU stations.]   

 

DL0SHF: DL6LAU dl6lau@appello.de was a BIG GUN on 23 cm CW during 

the EME contest, but writes about the possibility of setting up an EME beacon 
on 3 cm similar to ON0EME -- We at DL0SHF are discussing, if a 10 GHz 

EME beacon would be of benefit. We could easily put our 7.6 m dish with 50 W 
SSPA on the Moon when it is visible in JO54 as a beacon– except of course 

when we are QRV for QSOs. [The response was an unequivocal YES! Latest 

news is that they have begun beacon testing on 10368.025 and may be fully 
operational by the time you receive this NL.] 

 

DL3YEE: Klaus dl3yee@gmx.de has not been active on EME since 1992 –- I 
used the 2013 ARRL EME Contest to return to the Moon. I tried listening with 

only a 12 el DK7ZB yagi on the horizon and was very pleased to copy DL7APV 

(19DB) on JT65B. I arranged a sked and we QSO’d with just my 250 W out! I 
can only operate on the horizon at moonrise and moonset, but am interested in 

skeds. This winter, I will expand to 4 yagis with full elevation. 

 
DL7APV: Bernd dl7apv@gmx.de ended the ARRL contest on 432 with 77 

QSOs – I did not count multipliers as I not plan to send in my logs. Initials 

added in Nov were OK2PMS and G3LGR (11 el LFA yagi and 60 W) on JT65B 
and F6HZL on CW.  I CWNR W8TXT on CW for 15 minutes; he was (569), 

but I got only QRZ – condx seemed one way. After replacing the tube with a 

new one and fixing the G2 line in the cavitiy, my 432 PA runs now again like a 
clock. Also my US digital encoder (including the RS232 converter) are work 

again after my lightning strike as a result of replacing the line drivers. 

 
EA3XU: Benjamin bpaloma@telefonica.net in addition to 6 and 3 cm, is now 

available for skeds on 13 cm (2320) using either JT65C or JT4F. He has > 150 

W at an offset 1.5 m dish and G4DDK VLNA. He notes that his window is 
limited to 31º to 5º west AZ. 

 

EA8/G4RGK: Dave zen70432@zen.co.uk reports on his last visit to EA8 
during the second leg of the ARRL contest -- This was to be a short visit and 

involved a fair amount of garden maintenance. In the short period from my last 

visit a tree had grown to 20+ft high and needing cutting down and taking out 
completely. Once this was completed I could set up my simple station on the 

patio. The only problem was the usual one of the coax melting and deforming 

due to the heat on the patio, This is partly due to the cheap air spaced coax that I 
have down there. I have not found anywhere on the island where I can buy this 

sort of thing, so I have to make do with what I have. Not ideal, but I get by. The 

antenna is the same 25 year old Tonna that I have been using for ages. I must 
have made a 100+ QSOs on EME with it over the years. Having the ability to 

rotate polarization with a marginal system helps immensely as most signals peak 

up at odd angles. Disappointingly, I could not make any CW QSOs this time. I 
tried on both moonrise passes to find VK3UM, but our window is almost non 

existent when the Moon is far north due to the proximity of buildings. The only 

CW station I heard was HB9Q very briefly working N8DJB. On 432 JT65B I 
worked W7IUV, WA4NJP, OK1KIR, OH2PO, DL7APV, UA3PTW, HB9Q, 

LZ1DX, DF3RU, NC1I and DK3WG for 11 QSOs. Heard or CWNR were 

K1JT, G4FUF, OH2DG, JA6AHB and LZ1OA. I was running a 21 el Tonna 
(modified) with full pol rotation, 380 W PA and an MGF1302 cavity preamp. 

 

F6HLC: Christian f6hlc@free.fr reports on 432 EME activity in 2013 -- I was 

expecting to be QRV in summer time, but I had no free time. I have only been 

QRV for the ARRL EME Contest this year. As I made no upgrade on my 

antenna system, elevation is still limited to +45°. For the future, I want to move 
my tripod because my HF and VHF tropo towers are also destroying my Moon 

shot at medium elevations. My Moon visibility is good for few hours at 

moonrise and moonset. My biggest drawback is that my station is located in a 
countryside house, more than 4 hours drive from my home and job. I could not 

be QRV during the first hours of the contest on Saturday and for the last Moon 

path Saturday afternoon. This year I also had a cold during the second part; my 
nose was stuffed up and my brain was unable to easily decode CW. I QSO’d 

only two new stations, NC1I and I2FHW. At the end, my total score on CW was 

14. I may try some JT65 on 70 cm or remove my antenna for more QSOs on 2 
m. I plan to be active in the spring, and then will decide what to do with 70 cm 

cw. I am also thinking about 23 and 13 cm with a 3 m dish. 

 
G3LTF: Peter pkb100@btinternet.com is temporarily QRT on EME while he 

fixes his dish –- I was on holiday for the last leg of the EME contest, so no more 

QSOs since my last report, in fact no more QSOs for quite a while because on 
22 Nov my dish mount failed in a wind gust and the dish dropped to the ground. 

I’d been on the Moon the previous night calling CQ on 23 cm, and as the WX 

forecast looked OK, I didn’t stow it. The really annoying thing is that I knew 
this was the weakest point and was planning to replace the tube that sheared 

with a solid or thicker walled tube next summer. I think I probably weakened it 
by persisting operation on the last day of of the contest in Oct when the dish was 

being strongly buffeted for several hours. 

The damage is pretty severe; about 6 ribs are slightly bent and can probably be 
recovered. In some orf the ribs, the pop rivets have come out where I extended 

them from 4 to 6m in 1995. Two more ribs will have to be replaced. Fortunately, 

I still have the original jig. At first sight, it looked like it might be liftable back 
onto a repaired mount, but on further examination I concluded that would be 

very difficult. I have decided to strip it down completely and re-assemble it as it 

was designed to be done, i.e mount the hub and fit one rib at a time by rotating 
the hub.  With some help from G4NNS, I now have it safely on the ground and 

have taken off half the mesh so far. There is a heck of a lot to do, which means 

that most other projects have come to a halt. I will take the opportunity to 
improve the polar mount to reduce backlash and I hope to reassemble it with a 

better profile than before. I shall pre-assemble it before it goes back onto the 

mount. When will I be back on? At this time of year this sort of outside work is 

very weather dependent, but I think this will take at leat 2 months. I’m losing 

count, but I think this will be dish build #9 since 1963. The good thing is that 

no-one was underneath it when it dropped. 
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G3LTF’s dish disaster – now on its way to recovery 
JA4BLC: Yoshiro ja4blc@web-sanin.co.jp missed the Nov part of the EME 
Contest -- I was absent on Nov contest weekend because I attended a microwave 

meeting in Tokyo. While in the Tokyo area, I also visited JA1WQF the day 

before the meeting and got nice hospitality from Mitsuo and his XYL. On 13 

Nov, I was on 10 GHz (10450/10368) and worked PA0BAT (549/559) for initial 

#16 and on 18 Nov OZ1LPR (O/O). I worked on 6 cm on 20 Nov DL7YC 

(579/539) for initial #21. 
 

JA6XED: Hisao ja6xed@kumin.ne.jp is becoming more active on 70 and 23 cm 

– Last month I mounted a 5 m that I got from JA6CZD. It is set up for operation 
on two bands, 70 and 23 cm EME. The dish’s accuracy is significantly better 

than the HB 8 m dish I used on 432 in the past. I am interested to see how it 

performs in comparison to this dish. On 70 cm I am using a center fed loop. I 
wonder if anyone else is using this type of feed? [See more detailed picture of 

Hisao’s feed at the end of this NL.] 

 

 

JA6XED’s 5 m dish and 70 & 23 cm dual band feed arrangement 
 
JH1KRC: Mike jh1krc@syd.odn.ne.jp sends news on his operation on 1296 

during the 2nd leg of the ARRL EME Contest – I was only able to be QRV on 

16 Nov due to a conflicting microwave meeting in Tokyo. My friend JE1OYE 
joined me during the contest and enjoyed operating as a legal guest operator. 

Takuro is also one of the EME operators at 8J1AXA. We worked 18 stations 

with 5 initials. All QSOs were worked in CW. QSO’d were K1JT, N4PZ, N0OY 
for initial #92, WA6PY, VE6TA, VK3UM, IW2FZR, OK1KIR #93, UA3PTW 

#94, DL3EBJ #95, OZ6OL, F5JWG #96, PA3CSG, SP6JLW, ON5TA, G4CCH, 

SV3AAF and SV1BTR. Heard were JA6AHB, N2UO and VA7MM. We had a 
couple of very strong typhoons in Sept and Oct. My dish survived OK, but my 

HF antennas and the top sections of my Sky-needle tower had to be taken down 

for repair. The storms destroyed many trees, but this resulted in wider Moon 
window – now down to 7 degs in the east and 14 degs in the west. 

 

K1JT: George (NE2U) and I (K2UYH) a.katz@ieee.org operated the Oct 
contest weekend without K2TXB as Russ was ill. Although we had a lot of fun 

and no major failures, I feel we did not do as well as we should. We ended on 

432 with 43x26 and on 1296 with 73x38. Our overall score was down from 
previous years, although there seemed to be plenty of active stations. I suspect 

that part of the problem was that we spent too much time calling CQ on JT, 
especially on 23 cm. QSO’d on 432 on 16 Nov were LU8ENU (O/O) JT, 

OK2POI (O/24DB), SV1BTR (579/579), WQ0P (O/17DB) JT, YL2GD 

(O/17DB) JT, W8TXT (449/559), LZ1DX (O/13DB) JT, LU1C (O/26DB) JT, 
DF3RU (O/19DB) JT, WA4NJP (O/20DB) JT, VK3UM (559/449), W6FCS 

(O/O) JT and VK4EME (O/O) DUP, and on 17 Nov DK3WG (O/15DB) JT and 

WC7V (O/26DB) – right at moonset. On 1296 we worked 16 Nov at 0431 
VE4SA (559/559), N0OY (579/569) , VE6BGT (349/559), JH1KRC (569/569), 

N4PZ (579/569), LZ2US (579/579) and OZ6OL (559/569), and on 17 Nov 

OH1LRY (10DB/14DB) JT, UA4HTS (6DB/12DB), YO2BCT (O/15DB) JT, 
I5TDI (10DB/16DB) JT, ON5TA (O/27DB) JT, RA3AUB (O/O) JT DUP, 

SM7FWZ (589/579), DF1SR (569/569), K5DOG (O/17DB) JT, GM4PMK 

(8DB/17DB) JT, EA1RJ (13DB/21DB) JT, PA3FXB (6DB/15DB) JT, F5JWF 
(O/21DB) JT, OK1CS (579/579), CT1DMK (559/569), NC1I (579/539), 

DF2VF (O/20DB) JT, ZL2IP (O/19DB) JT, JH3EAO (559/559) and 1036 

VK2CBD (8DB/16DB) JT. (As discussed last month K1JT will only submit 
check logs this year.) 

 

K1DS: Rick rick1ds@hotmail.com writes on his Nov contest effort – I was on 

432 EME in Nov, but succeed in only one CW QSO. I managed to work 
OH2PO (539/ O). I heard K1JT calling LZ1DX on CW. I also heard SV1BTR 

(539) working WD5AGO. I wrote a page of alphabet soup characters that 

popped up now and then, but I couldn't make them into reliable call signs. One 

thing I always heard was the KKK when they signed off!! At least I was hearing 

a lot more second day than first. The entire station is now dissembled and the 

antennas are in the garage along with the trailer, waiting for spring. The 
mechanical set-up worked flawlessly, considering the sort-of home-made set-up 

that I have for mounting and aiming antennas. I was using 4 x 9 wl yagis and 

180 with GaAs FET preamp. I plan to have a better preamp and more power on 
this band next time. 

 

 

K1DS’s portable 432 EME setup used in Nov weekend 
 

K2DH: Dave k2dh1@frontier.com did not have good results on 432 during the 

first pass of the Nov contest weekend -- I searched and called my brains out and 

never heard anyone. I don’t know if my stuff is set up wrong or not, everything 
tells me it’s okay, but I found NO cw activity last night (at least for the time I 

was on - contest start till 0500 when I gave up and went to bed. [There were 

definitely stations on, but conditions were pretty poor. The second day was 
better.] 

 

 

K2DH’s new array for 432 EME  
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K6JEY: Doug drzarkof56@yahoo.com reports that he was on 1296 for the Nov 

part of the EME contest -- We were on both nights and had about a dozen people 
in all over helping and learning about EME. My thanks to W6SZ, K6PF and 

N6EV, who were operators. We worked I1NDP (589), SV1BTR (589), IZ1BPN 

(559) and OE5JFL (569) for 4 QSOs. Signals were better the second night due 

to some rig adjustments. A computer was used with a FunCubeDongle for band 

monitoring and worked very well off a splitter from the preamp. 

 

 

K6JEY’s Nov contest operation on 1296 
 

KH7Y: Fred kh7y@alohabroadband.net is the one to contact if you need HI on 
432 EME -- I am rebuilding my H frame and will have 4 x 17 el K1FO yagis in 

the center with full elevation for 432 EME. He also has a 400 SSPA for 70 cm 

on order. 
 

N4GJV: Ron badl79@yahoo.com report on 70 cm during the Nov contest 

weekend -- Conditions seemed to be abysmal during my first moon pass (early 
Saturday) with severe libration QSB. The signals that were heard were 

undoubtedly strong enough to have been readily copied under ordinary 

conditions, but were rendered uncopyable, or nearly so, by the rapid, deep QSB.  
Conditions improved substantially during the second pass, but the activity level 

was diminished, and one way propagation was a major problem.  On 70 cm, I 

worked SP7DCS, WA4NJP, UA3PTW, WA4NJP, VK3UM, and NC1I - many 
thanks to Frank for his patience as my moon window was finished when we 

QSO’d. My QSO total was 20. Called were LZ1DX, F6HLC and W8TXT. 

N8DJB and others were heard, including many that were QSO’d in Oct. 
 

NA4N: Greg na4n@comcast.net brings us up to date on his ARRL EME 

Contest activity – In the microwave EME contest, I worked on 13 cm on 29 Sept 
SV1BTR, K5GW, G3LTF (XB), OZ4MM and HB9Q. I would have been on 

both days, but I lost a module in my 2304 amp on Saturday and end with only 6 

QSOs. On 23 cm, I QSO’d on 26 Oct DL0SHF, SV1BTR, SP7DCS, I1NDP, 
IZ1BPN, F5SE/P, OK1CS, G3LTF, N2UO, SP6JLW, K5GW, OE5JFL, 

OK1CA, SM4IVE, K1JT, CT1DMK, G4CCH, WD5AGO and VK3UM, on 27 

Oct OK2DL, OZ4MM, OZ6OL, PI9CAM, and W5LUA, on 16 Nov UA3PTW, 
N4PZ, SD3F, DL3EBJ, DF3RU, N0OY, WA6PY and LZ2US, and on 17 Nov 

DJ8FR. I had a pretty good time and ended with 33 QSOs. I just wish there was 

more US activity. 
 

NC1I: Frank and Bob (W1QA) frank@NC1I.COM send news that they are now 

QRV on 432 and 1296 with BIG signals on both bands, [The mystery dish 
shown in last month’s NL was theirs!] -- We have been hard at work since last 

Jan putting together a 1296 EME station. We had to start from the ground up, 

since we essentially had no equipment. We initially ordered a Kuhne transverter 
and amplifiers followed by an RF Hamdesign 4.5 m (0.45 f/d) dish kit and 

Alpha-Spid BIG-RAS/HR AZ-EL rotor. [See picture on first page of the last 

NKL.] It was June before we had the radios and SSPA setup in the shack and 
ready for testing. The station consists of a Yaesu FT DX 5000MP, Kuhne TR 

1296 H 28 transverter and HB9BBD preamp. We have combined a pair of 

Kuhne MKU 23CM-1000W CU amps using Kuhne combiners. We started 
assembling the dish in early Aug and broke ground for the short tower in late 

Aug. A 10’ Rohn 55 tower is located about 130’ from the house and shack. The 
feedline is Andrew AVA7-50. Total transmit feedline loss including flexline and 

jumper to the high power amp combiner is 2.3 dB. We mounted the dish in Oct, 

but lowered it to make some mechanical changes to the mounting bracket and 
did not put it back up again until 2 Nov. We added the feed support, septum 

feed, and preamp box at that time. On 9 Nov we calibrated the AZ/EL system, 

pointed the dish at the moon and immediately copied the ON0EME beacon Q5. 
We felt good about the tracking system after 30 minutes of tracking there was no 

noticeable change in the beacon's signal strength. We then moved up the band to 

check the transmit system and our echoes. Our echoes were significantly louder 
than the beacon, so we felt things were working reasonably well. We then 

started hearing another station echo testing, so we sent a quick QRZ and were 

immediately called by K2UYH and exchanged (539/579) reports with Al for our 
1296 initial #1 at 2200! Near the end of this QSO, we noticed some drastic 

changes in output power. We later discovered that we lost one of the LDMOS 

devices in the driver amp. I believe we accidently applied to much drive to the 

amp causing its demise. The amp has since been repaired and replaced, and we 

are pretty much back in business. We are not completely satisfied with things on 

the receiving end. I believe we have an issue with gain levels throughout the 
receive chain. The HB9BBD preamp has a lot of gain (40+ dB). The receive line 

has less than 3 dB of loss. In the shack, we pass through a cavity bandpass filter 

with less than 1 dB loss followed by the Kuhne transverter adding another 20 dB 
of system gain. We need to do a lot more work to determine where we might 

need to add some attenuation and what receiver settings are best (including the 

FT DX 5000MP's IPO setting). I am quite sure that during the contest we had far 
too much gain in the system. We measured Sun noise using two different 

methods. Initial tests were made using audio levels through the microHAM 

microKEYER II and software and a precision step attenuator on the receiver 
input. Measurements seemed to be all over the place. At times Sun noise was as 

low as 8 dB and at other times it was in excess of 15 dB. I believe the 

discrepancies may have been due to a changing noise floor related to the 
excessive system gain. We also measured Sun noise by feeding the signal from 

the receive line in the shack directly into a Rhode & Schwarz spectrum analyzer 

and consistently measure 17 dB to cold sky. Unfortunately, we did not take note 
of the SFI at the time. Hopefully by the Dec AW we have things improved and 

can hear better than we did during the contest. We only called a few CQs during 

the contest because we did not feel we were hearing nearly as well as we should. 
I know a 4.5 m dish is relatively small, but CW signals seemed much, much 

weaker than what we experience on 432 (admittedly with a very large array on 
432!). I would not describe any of the CW signals that we heard on 1296 as 

loud. On the other hand most of the 23 cm WSJT signals did seem to be at an 

expected level for our setup. On 1296, we worked on 16 Nov at 0313 I1NDP 
(569/589), 0318 DL0SHF (569/559), 0325 G4CCH (549/589), 0335 N2UO 

(529/559), 0410 F5SE/P (539/529), 0421 N0OY (549/559), 0429 K5GW 

(559/569), 0433 OE5JFL (539/559), 0438 WD5AGO (529/559), 0444 N4PZ 
(549/579), 0448 VE6TA (539/559), 2253 IZ1BPN (559/579), 2259 OZ4MM 

(559/579) and 2332 SP6JLW (549/559), and on 17 Nov at 0038 SP7DCS 

(549/579), 0332 RA3AUB (529/559), 0339 WA6PY (539/559) and 0346 K1JT 
(539/579)., and then switched to digital and added at 0431 G4CCH 

(14DB/IO93) (dupe), 0437 VA7MM (15DB/10DB) - also heard earlier on CW, 

0445 LU1C (20DB/GF05), 0453 ON5TA (15DB/JO20), 0501 K5AZU 
(14DB/EM40), 0525 W6YX (10DB/CM87) and 0707 ZL2IP (23DB/RF70) for 

25 QSOs. After our contest exchange with W6YX they asked us to QSY to 432 

where we completed a successful QSO with their single yagi 70 cm station. We 

had hoped to be more active on EME during the late summer and early fall but 

unfortunately both W1QA and I have been tied up with work, family and travel. 

The Oct leg of the ARRL EME contest coincided with "Family Weekend" at my 
son’s University, so my wife and I spent the weekend in upstate New York. 

W1QA was able to activate the NC1I station late on the second day of the 

contest and made a handful of JT65 QSO's. On 17 October Bob worked at 1248 
K4EME, 1252 K1JT, 1304 KN0WS, 1310 WC7V, 1346 LU8ENU, 1408 WQ0P 

and 1514 VK4EME. Back on 21 Sep in the ARI contest, I worked on CW at 

0330 OK1DFC (539/579), 0336 DF3RU (589/579), 0341 I2FHW (549/559), 
0347 LZ1DX (569/579), 0406 K2UYH (539/599), 0418 K4EME (559/449) and 

0429 SV1BTR (589/599). Conditions seemed about average but I'm guessing as 

I did not have the optimum receive polarity for several of the stations worked. 
We worked on 432 on 16 Nov at 0552 LU1C, 2153 SM2A, 2203 OH2PO, 2226 

OK1TEH, 2259 LU8ENU, 2313 G4FUF, 2335 UA3PTW, 2341 S51WX, 2345 

EA8/G4RGK, 2353 M0EME and 2359 SP1JNY, and on 17 Nov at 0007 I5CTE, 
0017 K5DOG, 0037 DL7APV, 0047 S51ZO, 0059 VE3ELE, 0136 WA4NJP, 

0211 W7AMI, 0229 WA0ARM, 0237 LU8ENU and 0249 W6FCS. We then 

switched to CW and added at 0416 I2FHW, 0421 F6HLC, 0639 W6YX (on 
WSJT), 1003 N4GJV and at 1022 JA6AHB for a contest total of 35 QSOs. 

 

OH2PO: Jukka (OH6DD) oh6dd@luukku.com reports on his group’s effort in 
the ARRL EME Contest on 432 -- Matti's (OH2PO) big dish station was active 

in the contest on 70 cm as it has been for many years.  The ops were Harri 

(OH2BGR), Jyrki (OH2HYT) and me on CW, while Matti kept things running 
and handled technical issues.  Our score is 76x33 (with 29 on CW and 47 on 

JT65B. Our first weekend score of 46x26 was affected by PA problems, which 

cut our operating time by quite a few hours. The EME contest is still a lot of fun, 
but as the years go by there is less work for a CW op. This is why the tough ones 

where you really need to struggle to pull out the call are maybe the most 

enjoyable ones. This year a tough one was K1DS. Later we hear Rick with very 
nice (559) signal calling CQ, but with no takers. We worked with CW on 26 Oct 

I2FHW, JA9BOH, SP6JLW, SM3JQU, UA3PTW, DF3RU, DL7APV, 

JA6AHB, SV1BTR and LZ1DX, on 27 Oct DG1KJG, JH4JLV, SM2CEW, 
K1JT, SM6FHZ, SP7DCS, G3LTF, N4GJV, WA6PY, SV3AAF, DL9KR, 

PI9CAM (dup), DL5FN, F6HLC and W8TXT, and on 16 Nov OK2POI, 
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N8DJB, WA9KRT, K1DS, WA4NJP (dup) and OZ4MM. We worked with 

JT65B on 26 Oct PA0PLY, HB9Q, JA6AHB (dup), G4RGK, G4FUF, OH2DG, 
on 27 Oct EA3MS, SP1JNY, PI9CAM, OK1TEH, K4EME, LU8ENU, KD7YZ, 

ES3RF, PA2V, YL2OK, OK1YK, KN0WS, YL2GD, K5DOG, S57SU, W6FCS 

and  ES5PC, and on Nov 16 K4MSG, WA4NJP, OK1KIR, VA3ELE, WQ0P, 

YL2GD (dup), WA0ARM, EA8/G4RGK, K5QE, W6FCS (dup), WA4NJP 

(dup), SM2A, JS3CTQ, UT3LL, DF2VJ, VK4EME, OH6UW, LZ1OA, NC1I, 

LU1C, K5DOG (dup), W7IUV, M0EME, W7AMI, S51ZO, DK3WG, LU8ENU 
(dup), YU7AA, UX0FF and I5CTE. 

 

OK1KIR: Vlad and Tonda vladimir.masek@volny.cz write on their club’s Nov 
EME activity – We worked on 432 using CW on 16 Nov at 0237 N8DJB (O/O) 

for initial #379 and 0312 W8TXT (O/O) #380, and on 17 Nov at 1627 SM6FHZ 

(559/559) #381; and using JT65B on 15 Nov at 2034 SM5DIC (16DB/24DB) 
for digital initial {#104}, on 16 Nov at 0038 OH2PO (13DB/O), 0047 VA3ELE 

(25DB/22DB) {#105}, 0054 W0QP (28DB/O), 0143 EA8/G4RGK 

(26DB/23DB) {#106} and 0220 LU8ENU (17DB/O), and on 17 Nov at 1720 
OK2POI (20DB/O), 1728 YL2GD (25DB/O), 1742 ES3RF (14DB/19DB), 1807 

SP1JNY (20DB/22DB) {#107} and 1852 YU7AA (21DB/21DB) {#108}.  We 

ended on 70 cm with 19 contest QSOs. We worked on 1296 using CW on 16 
Nov at 1728 JH1KRC (569/589 for initial #361, 2122 SP6ITF (559/579) #362 

and 2337 RD3BA (549/559) #363, and on 17 Nov at 0037 N0OY (589/589); and 

using JT65C on 16 Nov at 2004 UA3PTW (7DB/O), 2101 UA9FEM (18DB/O) 
for digital initial {#168}, 2235 F5JWF (13DB/9DB) {#169} and 2300 SQ7DXQ 

(11DB/O), on 17 Nov at 0110 IK5VLS (10DB/9DB), 0120 LU7C (16DB/O), 

0126 I5YDI (19DB/O) and 0132 RA3AUB (9DB/O), and on 23 Nov at 0114 
UA9YLU (22DB/11DB) {#170} and MO field. We ended on 23 cm with 30 

contest QSOs.  We QSO’d on 2320 using CW/SSB on 15 Nov at 1816 G4BAO 
(549/539) for initial #129 and (43/42) on SSB; and using JT65C on 15 Nov at 

1545 EA3XU (19DB/24DB) for digital initial {#16} and later using JT4F 

(14DB/19DB) and 1638 G4BAO (15DB/19DB). We QSO’d on 3 cm using JT4F 
on 28 Nov at 0214 VK7MO (OF77) (19DB/14DB) for digital initial {#30}, 

0220 VK6ZSB (14DB/13DB), 0226 VK6AI (6DB/14DB), 0236 VK6ZKO 

(15DB/12DB), 0242 VK6JI (15DB/14DB), 0248 VK6MTS (14DB/14DB) and 
0258 VK6CG (14DB/12DB). During the this test, we received using JT4F 

VK7MO (15DB) and G3WDG (12DB) and VK6KZ (16DB), VK6KW/p 

(14DB), VK6LV (14DB), VK6ZLT (15DB) and VK6ZAF (14DB). Moon noise 
was measured at 2.5dB/50deg el. On 24 GHz CW, we worked on 13 Nov at 

1438 JA1WQF (M/O) for initial #15 and QM field, on 16 Nov at 1619 VK3NX 

(M/O) #16, and on 23 Nov at 0015 PA0BAT (M/O) # 17; and using JT4F on 10 
Nov at 1501 G3WDG (14DB/16DB), on 13 Nov at 1429 JA1WQF 

(13DB/15DB) for digital initial {#4}, on 16 Nov at 1557 VK3NX (15DB/16DB) 

{#5}, and on 19 Nov partial PA0BAT only in one-way due to TX failure at 

Gerard, however the automatic Doppler correction SW developed by OK1VAO 

for his TS790A finally worked perfectly the whole the time. During the last 

sked, a short QSO was completed with G3WDG using JT4x modes from JT4G 
to JT4C. Signal levels reached in JT4E mode were (17DB/14DB, JT4D 

(15DB/16DB), JT4C (22DB/18DB, JT4G (19DB/12DB) and JT4F 

(14DB/13DB). Moon noise measured 2.3 dB/50 degs el. During the test, the 
spread width w(50), predicted by WSJT, increased from 60 to 76 Hz. The best 

signal was received with the JT4E mode. The test again verified the importance 

of proper choice of JT4 mode for a particular test. The best choice is JT4 mode 
with tone spacing close to w(50) width of frequency spread as predicted by 

WSJT astronomical data for the used frequency band and for given stations 

(QTH locators) on both ends of EME path. However, the choice is not critical 
and the “adjacent” modes one up or down will work as well. A latter test with 

Gerard (after he drove 260 km to PA7JB to borrow a good TX filter) brought an 

easy QSO on 22 Nov at 2149 PA0BAT (14DB/12DB) {#6}. The Moon noise 
was 2.7 dB/50 deg el. 

 

OK1TEH: Matej ok1teh@seznam.cz during the Nov contest weekend focused 
on 70 cm as he had done in Oct – Nov brought me 4 more 432 contacts. I 

worked on JT LZ1DX (22DB), NC1I (17DB), SM2A (27DB) and WA4NJP 

(20DB). I overslept the first window in the early morning on Saturday and I 
missed DL9KR and VK3UM. My contact total was 13 on JT and 2 on CW. The 

highlight was CW sked with SV1BTR. (This was a sked, so I didn't count it as a 

contest QSO). After several skeds during last 2 years, we finally made it (many 
TNX to Jimmy for his patience! This was my CW initial #27 and mixed initial 

#87* worked with my single 23 el DK7ZB 5.7 m long yagi and 600 W at dipole 

(all in enormous city noise). Except for the already noted contacts, I also 
decoded in JT65B I5CTE (25DB) and SM5DIC (26DB), however due to icing 

that caused a bad SWR, wasn't able to TX on 70 cm during Sunday evening. 

K4EME was copied with a nice signal during my whole window – TNX! I also 
did some testing on 23 cm with my 1 m dish without success. 

 

ON0EME: Walter (ON4BCB) on4bcb@gmail.com sends the Nov Beacon 
Report -- We received the following from Dr. Lindsay Magnus the KAT-7 

telescope in South Africa: ON0EME message content fantastic ... we have 

copied your signal last night with our KAT-7 system in a very coarse time 

resolution and are planning better observations over the next few days 
culminating in the EME competition this weekend. Being a radio telescope, we 

are passive only so will only be able to give you reception reports. Thanks! 

 

ON5TA: Eric fb812248@skynet.be reports on his ARRL contest activity -- I 

could not participate in the Oct leg of the ARRL contest, but was active on 23 

cm on all modes during the Nov leg without skeds or loggers. I was running 240 
W at the feed of my 3.6 m dish. I found that calling CQ was not very productive 

with few stations coming back. The severe libration and high path loss present 

during the weekend did not help; I felt a little more power would have helped 
quite a lot. Despite the difficult conditions, I enjoyed this contest very much and 

ended with 60 QSOs and 4 initials - IK2MMB, K5DOG, NC1I and SP6ITF. In 

Sept, I also participated in the microwave part of the contest on 13 cm. I ended 
there with 31 CW QSOs, 1 new DXCC and 2 initials - PA3CSG and 

MJ/DL1YMK. After the contest, I worked 3 new stations on 23 cm, UA9YLU 

and PY1UNU using JT65 and DG5CST with a nice CW signal. 
 

OZ4MM: Stig vestergaard@os.dk is working to get his storm damaged dish in 

shape, but was able to be QRV for the Nov contest weekend – My Nov contest 
activity was partly to evaluate how badly the damage (from the big 28 Oct 

storm) to my 10 m dish effected my operation.  So far the bending of the 

parabolic surface appears to have caused only minor degradation. Moon noise 
on 1296 has dropped from around 0.85 dB to 0.65 ~ 0.7 dB.  Sunnoise and 

sidelobes can’t be measured in moment because the Sun’s elevation is too low. I 

received good reports on 1296 and found only little signal degradation overall, 
but it’s too soon to reach a definitive conclusion. Most of the damage was to the 

dish mount/bracing. I normally stow the dish with its counterweight vertical; this 
normally means the dish is in birdbath position and horizontal (the dish’s rim), 

but now the dish is elevated 6 degs. The structure is bent, but I don’t hope its 

strength is not much degraded. It is very difficult to do any work here in 
wintertime. Hopefully everything will stay up until spring. Then the 

counterweight will be re-attachment and the parabolic surface adjusted.  Also 

the elevation readouts need to be fixed as the drive belt to encoder now has a 
non-symmetrical track! In the contest, I worked 15 more stations on 1296 for a 

total of 60, and added 8 on 432 for total of 25, all on CW.  Not very impressive 

numbers, but OK with my few hours of activity in the overall contest. 
 

PA0PLY: Jan pa0ply@pa0ply.nl had problems on 432 during Oct -- I lost my 

GS35B PA during the Oct contest weekend and was not QRV for the end part. I 
did RX from time to time and copied LU8ENU with good signals, although 

Faraday played around again, similar to Oct. I also worked on my VK5DJ 

controller system for my 3 m dish, and it is now operational. With the help of 

PA2V, I have analyzed my 432 PA and replaced the GS35A. The anode circuit 

now tunes better after enlarging the length. The “dead” tube was sent for further 

analysis of its problem. After fixing the GS35B PA, I’ll concentrate on my 3 m 
dish and operation on 3 and 23 cm. 

 

 

PA2DW 2 m dish with DFC choke septum feed for 1296 
 
PA2DW: Dick qtc@kpnmail.nl was able to be on for a short time during the 

contest, his report follows -- In between family matters I was able to QRV for 
the contest on 1296 in Nov. I enjoyed it a lot even though I only had time for 10 

QSOs. I added 4 initials of which three were on CW! Thanks to DL6SH, 
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IZ1DPN and OE5JFL for these QSOs. (Hannes, I could not believe we had not 

worked earlier!). I5YDI was my JT65C initial. I have now passed the mixed 
initial #50* mark with my small setup – 2 m dish with OK1DFC septum/choke 

feed, 250 W SSPA, G4DDK LNA and K3. I have finally setup an SDR-IQ, so 

that I can see the signals earlier then I hear them in a limited bandwidth though, 

but it is a start! (SM5BSZ was right about the RBW settings.) 

 

PA3FXB: Jan jvm@netvisit.nl reports that this was his best ARRL contest ever! 
-- During the Oct leg, I was only active during one pass because I helped QRV 

PI9CAM during the other pass. Nevertheless I had 33 QSOs during that first 

pass on 1296 - great activity! During the Nov leg, I was on during all passes. 
Activity was still good and I ended up with a score of 69x37. Eight of these 

were initials and brings me to [mixed] initial #226*. I am very happy with these 

results! Thanks to all for the great fun! My station is a 3 m dish with approx. 350 
W at the feed. 

 

 

PA3FXB’s 3 m dish with 1296 feed 
 

PA7JB: john pa7jb@ziggo.nl is setting up for operation on 9 cm -- I have 40 W 

in to a RA3AQ feed and a G4DDK preamp. I am seeing 13.3 dB of Sun noise 
and 0.5 dB of Moon noise. My first try was with SM6PGP and DL7YC, but I 

had problems with frequency drift. I did work HB9Q with a big signal and heard 

Manfred and Hannes, but no QSOs. I have also hear PA0BAT on SSB and am 
hoping to make more QSO very soon. 

 

PI9CAM: Jan pa0ply@pa0ply.nl reports that PI9CAM did not make it on for 
the last contest weekend, but that the team has made significant progress on 

installing new feed for the big dish. On 70 cm they how have a 4 dipole feed and 

on 23 cm a Septum feed from OM6AA. Both are now in a weatherproof Teflon 
box. All the TX and RX parts are now also in this box to eliminate the cables 

losses of the TX feedlines in the past. The 13 cm equipment should be ready to 

be installed very soon as well. 
 

 

PI9CAM’s new feed box 
 

SM4IVE: Lars sm4ive@telia.com writes on the Nov contest weekend – I had a 

very bad weekend WX wise with much too strong winds that limited my 
operating time. I ended with at total on 23 cm 97x36 on CW only (including 7 

Jas, 3 VKs and about 15 NA stations), and 19 initials! Due to the strong winds, I 

was unable to be on for my west window in Nov. Despite the WX it was fun as 

always, but I will not submit my log to the ARRL as long as the rules remain the 

way they are. I QSO’d on 16 Nov at 1557 PA3CSG, 1656 F5JWF, 1702 

SM7SJR, 1709 IK6EIW, 1732 ON5TA, 1741 DF1SR, 1829 ON7UN, 1922 
SP6GWN and 2149 LX1DB, and on 17 Nov at 1629 JH3EAO and 2009 

SP3XBO. 

 
SM7FWZ: Ronny sm7fwz@arlembke.se writes about the recent contest – I 

worked on 1296 on CW in both legs 47 stations. I was surprised have only one 

JA in my log. I had expected a few more but heard just another one. Also I 
logged only one VK, VK3UM. My setup is a 4 m solid dish with 0.4 f/d, 

OK1DFC Septum feed with 3 scalar rings and 300 W at the feedpoint, and a 

G4DDK 0.3 dB NF LNA. 
 

SM7SJR: Bjorn’s sm7sjr@gmail.com Moon report – In the contest on 23 cm I 

made 22 QSOs including 8 initials. 6 QSOs were on JT and 16 on CW. I logged 
only 1 US station and likewise only 1JA. When the Moon was in a far eastern 

direction I discovered an increase in noise of 1 to 3 dB. I wonder what that could 

have been? Did anyone else observe anything similar? 
 

SP6JLW: Andy (SP6JLW), Jacek (SP6OPN) and Paul (SQ6OPG) report of 

their recent contest activities -- Our station participated in the ARRL EME 
competition on 6 bands in the Multiop CW only category. We had a great time 

and made 167 QSOs overall. On 70 cm we used the call SP6JLW and finished 
with 25x20. On 23 cm we also used SP6JLW and ended with 89x41. On 13 cm 

we used SP6OPN and totaled 30x 26. On 9 cm we used SP6OPN for 9x9. On 6 

cm we also used SQ6OPG for 7x6. And on 3 cm we used SP6JLW for 7x5. 
More details can be found on our website http://emejo80jk.cba.pl/index.html. 

 

SP7DCS: Chris and SM7MC sp7dcs@wp.pl operated the contest on random 
CW –- On 432, we made 17 QSOs using my 6 m dish with a rotable feed and an 

SSPA with 700 ~ 800 W at the feed. On 23 cm, we made 81 QSOs with the 

same dish and a 400 ~ 500 W SSPA. Our total QSO count is 16 better than last 
year, and I am very satisfied. The main improvement in QSO count was on 23 

cm. Some optimizations made on this band paid off! Anyway few years before, I 

was able to get better total score (with smaller rigs) mainly because 2 m activity 
was much much bigger. We had to share the same antenna for 70 cm and 23 cm, 

and it takes about 1 hour to change bands. The first weekend, I had the 23 cm 

feed in for 80% of the time and had only 3 hours on 70 cm, which was very 

effective on both bands considering activity. The second weekend I decided to 

start on 70 cm for first window and stayed there for 4 hours with only 1 QSO! I 

could work more on 23 cm in the same time. Next time I will plan better or 
maybe use a 2 band feed. Libration fading was also a big problem this year. I 

know a few stations called me and even when signals were not weak, I had 

problems with getting their calls. I appreciate all FB QSOs and hope to be also 
on 13 cm in 2014. 

 

SQ7DQX: Matt (also SN7D) sq7dqx@poczta.onet.pl operated the EME contest 
mainly on 2 m, but operated the last 2 hours on 23 cm and made 10 QSOs using 

JT65C without deep search. The weakest readable signal was (22DB). Lower JT 

activity was observed on 23 cm than on 2 m. Matt is also working on 3 cm 
EME. 

 

SV1BTR: Jimmy jimmyv@hol.gr had great pleasure operating in the ARRL 
EME Contest – My apologies to those I missed. I stopped 4 hrs before the end 

on Sunday as I was too tired and troubled from the low CW activity especially 

on 2 m, because of the contest being mixed mode. It was hard the 2 previous 
sleepless nights calling CQ, especially on 2 m and 70 cm with no takers. On 

Friday when the competition started, I lost my headphones and audio amp, so I 

was operating through a loudspeaker with intense blower noise in my ears. The 
next day, I modified an RX audio setup not optimum but workable and managed 

to hear OK again. Conditions were not good with high libration on 70 cm and 

distorted signals on 23 cm. As in Oct, my echoes and most EU signals on 432 
were at 45 degrees. It is not wise to choose weekends of high libration, but it 

seems that the organizers only know how to look at declination. It is certainly 

important, but libration must be taken seriously into account. All but 1 of my 
QSOs were by random CW. (I had 1 sked on 70 cm). I ended on 70 cm with 34 

QSO, on 23 cm with 75, on 13 cm with 40, and on 6 cm with 9. My best year on 

70 cm was in 2007 and 2011 both with 52, on 23 cm it was 2010 with 88, on 13 
cm it was 2009 with 43 and on 6 cm this year was my best. In this mixed mode 

contest, it seems pointless for me to be QRV again on 2 m and 70 cm as long as 

the rules do not change to an entirely separate by mode contest. I have requested 
this change since 2002. 
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SV3AAF: Petros sv3aaf@yahoo.com reports on his contest operation – I was on 

during the ARRL contest weekends whenever free of other “to do” items. The 
microwave part was impaired by the combination of apogee and relatively high 

Doppler-smear condx giving trouble mostly on the higher bands. On 13 cm the 

vast majority of signals were well above noise and free of intense libration, 

making it the easiest band to work stations. On 6 cm, at least the timeslots that I 

was on, there was very little traffic with few of the regulars and a couple of 

weak signals that I could only dig out fragments of calls. On 3 cm, I RX’d for a 
while and heard some signals but had to stop for other obligations and never 

returned for QSOs. I strongly believe too much logger coordination harmed 

activity and the amount of CQs on the bands. The remaining 2 weekends found 
traffic relatively low on 432 with considerable Faraday disturbance as expected 

with such high SFI levels. Activity was very good on 1296, but libration was 

devastating even for medium level signals. If we faithfully followed the rule of 
clearly separating letters and allowed an adequate gap between the end and 

beginning of callsigns, it would make more QSOs possible and faster. During 

the last weekend, the roughly 1 dB lower path loss was evident and marginally 
improved signals making more QSOs possible. 

I operated only CW, but I would enjoy some SSB QSOs, particularly on 13 cm 

where there is plenty of frequency span available. I worked 7 on 70 cm, on 48 
on 23 cm, 25 on 13 cm and 4 on 6. 

 

TI2AEB: Armando aebonilla@ice.co.cr was only on for the Nov contest 
weekend – I was not able to be QRV in Oct because of LNA problems. In a 

rush, I installed it improperly and that was the end of my operation! In Nov, I 

operated in the contest only on CW and only on 1296. I QSO’d UA3PTW, 
I1NDP, DL0SHF, IZ1BPN, OE5JFL, K5GW, G4CCH, LZ2US, SP6JLW, 

F5PE/p and N2UO for 11 contest QSOs. I also worked, but not for the contest 
using JT65C HB9Q and at last VE3KRP. 

 

UA3PTW: UA3PTW: Dmitrij ua3ptw@inbox.ru was active on 70 and 23 cm 
during the contest. He added initial on 1296 CW with WD5AGO and JH1KRC, 

and on JT65C with VK3RWE and UA9YLU. [TNX to DK3WG for forwarding 

this report.] 
 

UA9YLU: Victor ua9ylu@mail.ru is a new station on 1296 from Asiatic Russia. 

He is running a 4.5 m dish with 50 W and an LNA at the feed.  During Nov he 
add using JT65C initials with UA4LCF, UA4HTS, PA3FXB, DF3RU, 

SM7FWZ, RA3AUB, JA6AHB, IK5VLS, ON5TA, PE1LWT, G4CCH, 

UA9FEM, OK1KIR, LU8EDU, OH2DG, IK3COJ, UA3PTW, TI2AEB, 
VE3KRP and VK2JDS. [TNX to DK3WG for forwarding this report.] 

 

VA7MM: Mark (VA7MM/VE7CMK) and Toby (VE7CNF) va7mm@rac.ca 

were active on 1296 in the ARRL EME Contest during both weekends, multi-

operator and all mode -- It was our 11th year in the event, and after some 20 

hours of operation over two weekends and four Moon passes, we have in our log 
53 contacts (26 CW, 27 Digital) and 32 multipliers. This contest saw our highest 

ratio of digital contacts (51%) in any ARRL EME contest we’ve participated in. 

I attribute this to the high path loss on both contest weekends. In 2008, when the 
Moon was near perigee, we had 48 CW contacts and 1 digital contact in 

comparison. We struggled to make CW contacts this time and in some instances 

could not complete, such as JH1KRC who we spent an hour trying to work on 
two occasions without success. We note the excellent signal from OE5JFL who 

was easy to work with his new dish. A long overdue update has been made to 

our webpage http://www3.telus.net/public/va7mm/eme/ with new information 
that includes a link to our initials log, some sample CW and SSB signal 

recordings and few new photos. We’re following the developments with SDR 

and MAP65, but have yet to implement a system. VA7MM has a 3 m parabolic 
dish, about 200 W RF power at the dish feed and 0.33 dB NF receive preamp 

with about 35 dB total gain (total for three stages). We are available for skeds by 

email. 
 

VE3KRP: Eddie eddie@tbaytel.net sends his 23 cm EME activity for 

November – I worked on 16 Nov IZ1BPN (CW), N4PZ (CW), WD5AGO (CW) 
and an initial (#), WA2FGK (JT), DL0SHF (CW), PA3FXB (CW), VA7MM 

(#JT), IK5VLS (JT), LU1C (#JT), TI2AEB (#JT), DL3EBJ (#JT) and UA4HTS 

(JT), on 17 Nov PA2DW (JT), SQ7DQX (JT), SM7SJR (#JT), DL6SH (JT), 
ON5TA (JT), K5DOG (JT), G4CCH (JT/CW) and SP7DCS (CW) , on 11/20 

W1AIM (#CW), and on 24 Nov UA9YLU (#JT). I ended working 39 in the 

contest. The snow has finally arrived here in Thunder Bay, Ontario as well as 
some nasty wind chill, so the ol' dish is starting to groan and moan for another 

winter season. It is time to get busy on the bench and sort through all those 

layers of projects. 
 

VE4MA/W7: Barry’s ve4ma@shaw.ca operated the Nov contest weekend from 

AZ where he is for the winter -- I was able to set up my 1.5 m offset dish on 23 
cm only 2 days after my arrival in AZ. I was using about 150 W at a hybrid 

combined dual dipole feed. My eastern window is limited to above 20 degs. 

Operation was only with CW as time did not permit configuring for JT, but I 

will have that available for future work. On Saturday I worked DL0SHF 
(539/569), I1NDP (549/569), OE5JFL (549/ 559) and G4CCH (O/ 449), and on 

Sunday SV1BTR (449/559) for 5 QSOs. I received QRZ replies from SP6JLW 

(449).  Many other signals were seen and heard but it was not possible to pick 

out the calls. The ON beacon was heard very well (M-O) copy, about 3 dB over 

the noise on the SDR. I think I may have had much better luck if I had another 3 

dB of TX power and will work on it! I plan to operate on 33 cm and 9 cm in the 
next few months. I also have 125 W on 6 cm and have significantly improved 

my RX from earlier this year. 

 
VE6TA: Grant ve6ta@xplornet.com has a new email address please; his contest 

reports follows -- I was on for the last leg of the ARRL contest and worked on 

23 cm, on 16 Nov N4PZ, SV3AAF, SP6JLW, K5GW, 9A5AA, W6YX, 
ON5TA, OH1LRY for an initial (#), DL3EBJ, VE4SA, WD5AGO, NC1I (#), 

N0OY, VE6BGT, K1JT, JA6AHB, JH1KRC and VK3UM – (I experienced very 

high winds during my Pacific window and had to shutdown early), and on 17 
Nov SP7DCS, UA4HTS (#), DF1SR, PA3FXB, SP6ITF (#), IZ1BPN, SV1BTR, 

DL6SH and N8CQ (#). I haven't totaled the log yet but probably finished around 

80 QSO's on all bands. Weather was challenging this year, but it was still a ton 
of fun; and I have several new initials in the log on every band that I 

operated (432, 1296, 2.3, 3.4 and 5.7). I am also building a 902 station and hope 

to be QRV on my 9th EME band by this year’s end.  I have all components and 
just need to build a dual dipole feed and install it on the dish.   

  

VK3UM: Doug tikaluna@bigpond.com sends his ARRL contest results and 
comments -- The times and declination for the Southern Hemisphere was typical 

of the many years past where we only get one shot at EU on one weekend or the 
other, but that’s the way it has always been! This year I actually had 17 minutes 

at the beginning of the contest and worked 10 during that period on 23 cm. It 

could have been more if you guys were not so accurate at zero beating each 
other! Conditions on 70 cm were about 45 degs off on rise and set for both 

weekends but signals with slow fade were excellent except there were very few. 

My result on 70 cm was the worst ever. Twelve 70 cm QSOs total tells the sad 
story of the activity. Combining the CW and digital modes to encourage activity 

has in my opinion, had the opposite effect and is/will be the death knell of the 

‘Contest’ from my perspective. I support the two weekends as explained above, 
as we have less window opportunities than the Northern Hemisphere and add to 

that the inevitable inclement weather either side of the equator, as it has been in 

the past, some of us are lucky to get a window at all! It seems to me that the 
contest has reached the point of having only a WSJT version; pick the contacts 

you want from MAP 65, coordinate on Internet, forget all licensing power 

restrictions, forget your neighbor’s EMR hazards and enjoy yourselves. So be it! 

Go that way for the majority and forget what Ham Radio was all about. The 

proof to me lies totally in the activity now coming from the USA; noting that it 

is an ARRL contest where the operators have shown their preference for the 
mode and bands of choice. After decades of participation, (taking part and 

entering logs year after year), this year has been a turning point for me. 

Listening to my echo’s on 70 and 23 cm for hours during a NA widow with 2 or 
3 US Stations on air is most disappointing. Those that say they will be working 

both modes, be honest, you don’t, so don’t infer you will when you can’t. If I 

cannot hear or ‘see’ you with my dish you just aren't there, or is it that most 
don’t have an easterly window? (hardly!) On 1296, I worked on 26 Oct OK1CS, 

OK1CH, F5SE/P, OE5JFL, G3LTF, IZ1BPN, SV1BTR, G4CCH, LZ2US, 

DL6SH, K1JT, W6YX, K5GW, NA4N, K1DS, N2UO, WD5AGO, N8CQ, 
JA8ERE, JA4BLC, RD3BA, UA4HTS, VK2JDS, RA3AUB, UA3PTW, 

SM4IVE, SP7DCS, OK2DL, SP6ITF, IK3COJ, SP6JLW, OZ6OL, SM3JQU, 

OK2ULQ, DL3EBJ and RA3AUB, on 27 Oct YO2BCF, DF33RU, SD3F, 
DJ8FR, I1NDP, 9A5AA and JA6AHB, on 16 Nov VA7MM, N4PZ, VE6TA, 

JH1KRC, JA4LJB, WA6PY, IW2FZR, OH1LRY, ON5TA, I5YDI, PA3FXB, 

ON7UN and DF1SR, and on 17 Nov JH3EAO, F5JWF, SP6GWN,  SM7SJR, 
IK5VLS and CT1DMK. My total was 62x30. On 432 I worked on 26 Oct 

VE6TA, JA9BOH, JA4BLC and JA0TJU, on 16 Nov K1JT, DL9KR, DG1KJG, 

SP6JLW, SM6FHZ and SP7DCS, and on 17 Nov N4GJV and SM2CEW for a 
total 12 x7 (worst result in 3 decades of operating on 70 cm EME). 

 

W1AIM: Chip w1aim@fairpoint.net had just become operational again when 
high winds put him temporarily off the Moon -- The good news is that there was 

no damage to dish and with the help of three come-a-longs, a heavy duty bottle 

jack, rope, wood planks, and a couple hours of assistance of W1GHZ, the dish is 
back where it belongs. But there will be no EME until warmer weather. The 

1296 feed horn had already been removed for the winter. This happened due to a 

combination of VERY unusual situations: Because of serious problems with 
snow build-up in the dish over past winters, I had the elevation down as low as it 

will go - about 27 degs or so. That shifted the center of gravity a bit forward 

from the middle of the dish mount. And while I had the azimuth set so the dish 
had minimum profile to prevailing winds, we had unusually high winds and 

from a different direction from normal. Mt. Washington, which is a bit to the 
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east had winds of around 120 MPH! Not that high here, but possibly 40-45 MPH 

gusts, and that was enough to lift the dish off its center pin and tip it over despite 
the serious weight of the mount. Anyhow, it’s back, although I’ve not replaced 

the large casters on which the dish sits to allow azimuth movement. I will do this 

in the spring and already have a method ready of safely clamping the azimuth 

ring so the dish cannot possibly lift off its center pin even in a hurricane. Live 

and learn. The elevation is now at 50 degs or so, putting the C of G directly over 

the center of the mount. I’ll just go out now and then over the winter and shovel 
the snow off the inside of the dish. Winter EME operation up here is impossible, 

but warm weather will eventually return and snow will go. Paul has a loaner of a 

2304 feed, and I am tempted to see if this dish would work on 432 at some 
point. For now, we will stick with 1296. 

 

 

W1AIM dish is back on its mount, but not QRV until warmer WX 
 

W3HMS: John W3HMS@aol.com sends his input for the NL -- This was my 

best 23 cm EME contest with 26 QSOs; 6 on CW and 20 on JT. Because of a 
defective AZ camera, I was totally dependent on a good Moon view, which I 

had until the cloud cover moved in Saturday night on 16 Nov at about 0300 

when I had no choice but to QRT. On the issue of CW versus JT, I see it this 
way: considering the difficulty of getting on EME in terms of technical 

complexity, required time and effort, dogged determination plus the large 

financial impact, I am indeed most appreciative of ALL CW and ALL JT 
stations that I was able to work in this contest!! I worked about 2 hours on each 

of 4 days. Fighting a cold/cough/etc. reduced my basement time the last 2 days. 

I was pleased to work on CW SM4IVE (589/539), DL0SHF (579/539), 
PI9CAM (599/579), OK1DL (O/O, I1NDP (579/559) and IZ1BPN (549/539), 

and on JT OK1KIR (10DB/O), IK3COJ (17DB/0), W6YX (19DB/O), K5AZU 
(19DB/O), K1JT (13DB/13DB), G4CCH (11DB/13DB), PY2BS (10EB/13DB), 

VA7MM (18DB/15DB), UA3PTW (8DB/10DB), PA3FXB (17DB/13DB), 

PY1UNU (23DB/18DB), G4CBW (15DB/16DB), IK5VLS (16DB/14DB), 
UA4HTS (12DB/10DB), G4DZU (15DB/14DB), UA4AAV (16DB/O), 

OH1LRY (16DB/14DB), RA3AUB (15DB/11DB), ON5TA (18DB/12DB) and 

DL6SH (14DB/O). My station is 3 m dish, 425 W and G4DDK LNA at 0.19 
NF. 

 

W6YX: John (K2YY) johnhill5000@gmail.com and David (KB5WIA) 
kb5wia@amsat.org send the Stanford Club’s Nov contest report -- Team W6YX 

worked extremely hard this year to become active in the ARRL EME Contest on 

four bands: 10368, 1296, 432 and 144. Putting together such an effort requires a 
diverse skill set and a significant amount of time. Unfortunately on 3 cm we 

made 0 contacts due to some unexpected problems. However, we made great 

progress and are confident that  the fruits of our labor will soon be enjoyed. On 
1296 we made 37 QSOs on CW and 28 on JT65C for a total of 65 QSOs. We 

heard 48 unique JT65 stations and worked about 60% of them. We only 

monitored below 1296.080 and spent most of the time operating CW. The calls 

heard were DF3RU, DL3EBJ, DL6SH, EA1RJ, ES6RQ, G4CBW, G4CCH, 

GM4PMK, I5YDI, IK3COJ, IK5QLO, IK5VLS, JA6AHB K1JT, K5AZU, 

K5DOG, K5GW, LU1C, LU8ENU, LZ1DX, NC1I, OH1LRY, OK1KIR, 
OK1TEH, OK2DL, ON5TA, PA2DW, PA3FXB, PI9CM, PY2BS, RA3AUB, 

RN3A, SV1CAL, TI2AEB, UA3PTW, UA4AAV, UA4HTS, VA7MM, 

VE3KRP, VK2CBD, W3HMS, W5LUA, WA2FGK, WA3GFZ, WB7ABP, 
YL2GD, YL3AG and ZL2IP. We often come up with ambitious goals. 

Approximately one week before the second leg of the contest, we started to 

extend our dish from 6 m to 8 m for about a 4 dB RX improvement due to G/T 
gains. An entire weekend and a few week days were spent on ladders, extending 

our dish. We did not finish installing all of the mesh before the contest started, 

so effectively we had a 7.5 m dish the Nov weekend. The upgrade appears to 
have paid off as the smallest station copied was OK1TEH using a 1 m dish 

(21DB)! Another key upgrade was the use of an unconditionally stable and very 

high IP3 MMIC based LNA by AD6IW – see http://www.sm5bsz.com/lir/loss/ 
1296/lna/lnaeval.htm. We also used Linrad at our primary receiver. CW 

operators had only to enter the XIT Doppler offset in the CAT/CIV window, 

click on a CW signal on the waterfall, adjust Linrad's superb filtering and DSP 
for optimum  performance, and then press the "Q" key to QSY our analog 

transmit radio to the proper QRG to make the QSO. Given that our CW 

operators had no more than an hour or two experience using Linrad before the 

contest, it was uncertain how well such a setup would perform in a contest 

environment. The results were somewhat unexpected. Every CW operator was 

given the choice between using Linrad or the Icom IC970 to operate. Everyone 
tried both receivers and everyone chose to use Linrad, citing the time investment 

to learn a new system was worth the performance benefits! Besides the audible 

improvements, Linrad's integration with the transmit radio made searching and 
pouncing quite easy and productive. We could easily identify the smaller 

3m/300 W class stations when they chose to call CQ and pounce on them. We 

could even see on the waterfall stations that were too weak to hear, but clearly 
visible on the waterfall. Since we're the furthest west coast USA station, our 

Moon time with EU is limited. The ability to search and pounce quickly is an 

enormous benefit. Another advantage observed was while calling CQ, we could 
easily "see" and tune to stations returning relatively far outside of our filter. If 

there were too many callers perfectly zero beating and QRMing each other, we 

could easily click and tune on the station(s) returning away from the pack. We 
were instantly aware of such away from the pack stations, where on an analog 

radio we'd have to waste time by tuning around. Finally, Linrad integrated 

seamlessly with MAP65, as we enjoy making random EME contacts, regardless 
of mode. Linrad was even able to multicast the SDR data stream over the 

network so several operators could tune around and listen to CW with their own 

preferred  settings or decode JT65 stations, just as if they were on the main 
station. The more human involvement, the more contacts made and the more 

enjoyment by all. Thank you to SM5BSZ and K1JT for their significant 
contributions. On 432 we had a single 11 wl yagi bungee corded to a ladder for a 

few hours the final night, with our LNA inside the shack. The driven element 

was 50 cm off the ground and resting on a water bucket. We rarely moved the 
ladder/yagi to track the Moon. 5 unique stations we heard: HB9Q, K1JT, 

K4EME, NC1I and OH2PO. We worked 2 of these. At times it seemed that 

some 432 and 1296 JT65 stations may not have been following the standard 
Doppler convention that everyone else uses. The only Doppler convention that 

should be used is to listen on your echo frequency;   yes, this is the same 

convention everyone uses for CW. This contest is the most fun for us because 
it's 100% random. Special thanks to the good sport non-contesters in the chat 

rooms that called CQ, allowing us to work you. It doesn't need to be said again, 

but we also echo what all other  MAP65 users have said; it's clearly obvious a 
MAP65 equipped station has  no use  for the Internet or other parallel forms of 

communication beyond the EME path. Like other MAP65 equipped stations, we 

have done tests, comparing WSJT + chatroom vs MAP65+no Internet operating. 

Like everyone else, MAP65 allowed for significantly more contacts than using 

the chat room did. The increase of the number of contacts is not the best part 

however. It's the thrill of not knowing the call sign, grid square, frequency, 
period, and report in advance  of the QSO. Parallel communication channels 

take away from this joy that cannot be measured with points, or awards. MAP65  

injects the thrill of making random contacts back into the hobby, the same thrill 
we all experienced when first licensed! Our dish is now fully upgraded to 8 m. 

Rumor has it that team W6YX has QRO ambitions for the 1296 SSB contest in 

Feb! It is time for all of us to brush up on our proper phonetics. 
 

 

W6YX dish extended from 6 to 8 m with 23 cm feed 

mailto:W3HMS@aol.com
mailto:johnhill5000@gmail.com
mailto:kb5wia@amsat.org
http://www.sm5bsz.com/lir/loss/%201296/lna/lnaeval.htm
http://www.sm5bsz.com/lir/loss/%201296/lna/lnaeval.htm


WD5AGO: Tommy wd5ago@hotmail.com up dates his contest report -- Our 

college group ended with 60x33 on 1296 CW, almost double from last year, and 
also had 26 QSOs on 2304, which was the same as last year. Initials worked on 

23 cm were DJ8FR, RD3DA, DL6SH, DL1YMK, K1DS, NA4N, IW2FZR, 

SM7FWZ, WA2FGK, OK2DL, PI9CAM, WA8RJF, VE4SA, N8CQ, JH1KRC, 

SV3AAF, 9A5AA, UA3PTW, OH1LRY, VE3KRP, W7JM, PA3FXB, NC1I, 

DF1SR and SP6ITF to bring me to initial #211 after 26 years on the band. Got-

a-ways were VA7MM, VE6BGT, JA8IAD, EA3UM, VK5MC, HB9BBD and 
many other big stations from EU. Equipment was my 10’ dish expanded to 

11.5’, HB hybrid CP feed - no SMA's used, HB 0.2 dB NF LNA and  500 W at 

feed from 4 phased "modified" 2 x MRF286 - VE1ALQ boards. Next month we 
are focusing on getting the new 16ft CP horn up and running for the 23 cm SSB 

Contest, so keep an ear for us. 

 
K2UYH: I a.katz@ieee.org do not have a lot to report besides being temporarily 

QRT. A workman mistakenly drove over the feed lines and control cables to my 

dish. The 7/8” TX feed line was cut in two places. I now have the dish rotating 
again and can listen. The big job of replacing the TX feedline and repair of 

numerous control lines including the AZ readouts remains to be done. 

Unfortunately the WX has not been cooperating and it seems unlikely that I will 
be QRV before Jan. Besides my contest operation reported under K1JT, I only 

made one contact. It was on 9 Nov on 1296. I was checking out my automatic 

tracking software, which was written by K2TXB/W2DRZ. I normally track 
manually because of “bounce” in my elevation readout. Russ had made some 

software changes that he felt cured my problem. He was right; my dish now 

automatically tracks very well on 1296. So well that we used auto-tracking 
during all of the Nov contest operation. While testing, we heard some strong 

echoes that were not our own. We ended up working at 2201 NC1I (579/539) 
for 1296 initial #346 (mixed mode #458*). It was Frank’s first 1296 QSO. A 

few days after the contest our feed/control line disaster occurred and we have 

not been able to operate since. 
 

NETNEWS: G4BOA is QRV on 13 cm and wants skeds, 2320 or 2320/2304 

crossband and any mode. Email him direct at john@g4bao.com. G4CCH asks if 
anyone knows if RA3YF, RA3Y, UA5Y or RD3YA are same as RK3WWF? 

N6OVP is hear echoes on 23 cm with his 10’ dish and is looking skeds. Dave’s 

problem is that he has a very poor window to the east and needs the Moon near 
zenith to operate. SP6ITF is a new station on 23 cm EME. KL7UW says that he 

is QRT on 1296 until the WX improves. His dish is stowed and 23 cm in 

storage. 
 

FOR SALE: DL1YMK as several amplifiers for 23 cm for sale. These include 

a ~1 kW YO1050 cavity amplifier built by DL9EBL. Only the cavity with a 

working tube is available. Michael also has a supply an anode voltage board and 

G1/G2 shunt stabilizer boards. Contact his at dl1ymk@aol.com. IZ0CLS has a 

3 m dish (f/d 0.4) kit (including 8 ribs, central drum, hardware, etc. Mesh is not 
included. He is a firm 700 euro + shipping. Photos are available. Contact to 

iz0cls@libero.it if you are interested. KL7UW has a 1.8 m and a 2.4 m (good to 

Ku-band) dishes for sale – see http://www.kl7uw.com/fs.htm. If interested 
contact Ed at kl7uw@acsalaska.net. WD5AGO has for Sale 2 m, 70 cm cavity 

LNAs and 23, 13 and 9 cm LNAs (typical 23 cm LNA is 0.29 NF with 38 dB 

gain), CP feed horns for 9 cm and  6 cm (1 each available) and a 13 cm 150 mW 
in, 20 W Po out, 40 W Po sat w/12V DC max all connectored and heatsinked. 

Contat Tommy at wd5ago@hotmail.com. SM2CEW is looking for info on the 

STC W2MC15N TWT amplifier, specifically SM2CEW is looking for info on 
the STC W2MC15N TWT amplifier, specifically frequency range and power. If 

you have info email Peter at sm2cew@telia.com. SQ7DQX is looking for an 

operational waveguide TR switch for WR90. Contact Matt at 
sq7dqx@poczta.onet.pl.  N4PZ has for sale a 1.5 kW TH-327 amp for 1296 with 

a spare tube.  The price negotiable in the US$3000 range. If interested contact 

Steve at n4pz@live.com.  
 

PI9CAM RESCUES A SATELLITE! On 21Nov 14 satellites were launched. 

One of them is TRITON-1, built by the Dutch ISIS group. At first, all was OK, 
but when a transmitter was switched on to keep the temperature on board high 

enough something went wrong. Harmonic noise from the transmitter 

desensitized the receiver in such a way that the command station could not get 
any commands to the satellite. To try to regain command over the satellite, 

PI9CAM was asked to help. The link budget predicted we might just be able to 

‘cut through’ the noise with our 25 m dish and 400 W on 70 cm. People from 
ISIS and CAMRAS met in Dwingeloo at PI9CAM in the early morning of 29 

Nov. Mr. Murphy also decided to join us that day. First we found out that we 

connected the wrong cable up in the focus box when we last worked on the 
frontend. So we had no power on 70 cm. It was raining and there was a strong 

wind, but the only way to get this right was to go up to the focus box (15 m 

high) with the elevator. We worked as fast as we could to prevent much water 
getting into the focus box. We have never been so wet, but we succeeded! Due 

to this problem, we missed the first good pass of the satellite. During the second 

pass the wind was really strong and probably because of this something went 

wrong when the dish tracking the satellite at AOS. It more or less was blown 
into its maximum safety position. This can only be reset by going to manual 

elevation. Thus, we lost the second pass and two of us got very wet elevating the 

dish manually. But again we succeeded in getting back to normal operation. The 

third pass was at 2100, which gave us a lot of time to test tracking and to play 

with the freshly installed satellite tracking software. A few bugs were found and 

removed going through the software. At 2100 we were ready to try again. We 
were very tense. As soon as the satellite was above our TX limit of 10 degs el, 

we started transmitting. After 10 seconds we received good news from the ISIS 

ground station. We had successfully switched off the transmitter of the satellite 
and the ground station had control over the satellite again! Everyone was very 

happy! We even had some champagne to celebrate this successful collaboration! 

We were all very proud of ‘our’ 57 year old and restored dish. Old, but still 
going strong! [TNX to the PI9CAM team - PE4WJ (ISIS), PA3CEG, PE1NUT, 

PE2HRM, PE0SHF, PE1CHQ, PA3DSS and PA3FXB for sharing this 

information.  
  

FINAL: I received some very sad news from JA4BLC. We lost and other 

EMEer, JA4HZN, on 21 Nov. Yasu was 63 and had been hospitalized since 
July. He was on 23 cm EME with a HB 5 m dish and was preparing to add 13 

cm EME when he became ill. [I last worked him as K1JT in the 2008 ARRL 

EME contest.] Yasu was also the owner of the lodging house where the annual 
JA EME meeting is held every May. May he RIP. 

 

N4PZ reports the 20 m Saturday-Sunday EME Net at 1400-1530 is now run as 
an informal net – more of a watering hole on 14.345. Steve says participation 

has been good with the new format. 
 

EME2014 – 16th International EME Conference in Brittany official web site is 

up at http://www.eme2014.fr. Please start registering and submitting your 
talk/technical paper plans. Also see information on the pre and post conference 

activities. 

 
PA0PLY reports that he has uploaded the latest version of the EME 432 and up 

database in pdf format. Jan stresses that the list may contain stations, which have 

been inactive for a longer period. In cases where you know a station is inactive, 
please let Jan know, pa0ply@pa0ply.nl. 

 

G4RGK reports that the CW Initial lists were updated in Dec, 
http://www.zen70432.zen.co.uk/Initials/index.html. Dave notes that G4CCH is 

now at the top on 23 cm list. 

 

I have more information, but I am already more than a week behind schedule on 

distributing this NL… So the extra material mainly technical will be including in 

the next NL. I hope to be QRV again in time for the SSB Contest. Have 
wonderful Holidays/Christmas, a Happy New Year, and great signals off the 

Moon! 73, Al – K2UYH 
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